here is no more ubiquitous assault rifle than the
Kalashnikov. It has been estimated that more than 100
million have been manufactured to date. Although
principally associated with the present and former
ComBloc nations, it will be encountered, to one
degree or another, in nearly every country of the world. During
the 1980s, tens of thousands of Kalashnikovs were imported to
the United States in a semiautomatic-only format.

In that form, they were not “assault rifles,” which, by defini-
tion, have selective-fire capability. No matter, the word “assault™
became a sinister buzzword to anti-gun leftists in this country
and their myrmidons in the media. No matter that they repre-
sented less than 3% of the firearms associated with crimes. They
became touted by liberals with an agenda that included disarm-
ing the populace as “the criminals’ weapons of choice.”

With an unrelenting focus placed on this outright lie by the
mainstream media, the outcome was only a matter of time.
Liberals are forever mesmerized by “feel good” legislation that
has no real effect on a problem, as long as it doesn’t impact upon
their own personal rights and chattel property. First, 41st
President George H. W. Bush banned the importation of a num-

ber of so-called “assault guns,” which included all of the semi-
automatic-only Kalashnikov types.

President Clinton and congress finalized the purging process
by passing a “crime bill” that prevented not only the future
importation, but domestic manufacture of firearms with such
incredibly frightening fea-
tures as pistol grips, flash
hiders, folding stocks, bayo-
net lugs and magazines with
a capacity of greater than 10
rounds. This latter ban has
now sunset and domestically
manufactured Kalashnikov-
type rifles can one again be
manufactured with some
restrictions concerning the
number of U.S.-made parts
used in their fabrication.

But, those which were
imported legally can be pos-
sessed and transferred freely,

except in the People’s Republics of California, Connecticut and
New Jersey and some Marxist municipalities here and there
throughout the country. Various Kalashnikov modei$ were
imported from no fewer than five nations. How do they differ?
Are some more desirable than others? While banning thé™m had

The AK-47/AKM’s folding stock was in need of a Product
Improvement Program since its inception. It will not take
the sustained pounding of a rifle cartridge and last.
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The oversize, flapper-type magazine release
lever has a large protective housing, which serves
as the front of the trigger guard. Ribbed and oval-
shaped, the black plastic pistol grip is totally
unorthodox in appearance. Even more grotesque

The but k, plasti ted steel tubing with a sheet.
metal buttplate, was its single most grotesque feature.
Since few were sold, it now will bring about $3,400.

absolutely no effect on crime, it certainly increased their value,
in some cases by a great deal.

Let’s take a close look at them all and try to separate the wheat
from the chaff. No need to concern ourselves with the method of
operation or disassembly procedures, as they are almost identical
in every instance, and I’ve covered that ground many times
before. I will arbitrarily omit semiautomatic-only versions of the
RPK since, without the full-auto option, these squad automatics,
in my opinion, serve no useful function.

I’ll also limit my discussion to those Kalashnikovs chambered
for the original M43 7.62x39mm cartridge and subsequent
5.45x39mm round, leaving out the Israeli Galil and the
5.56x45mm NATO models of the Finnish Valmet and Chinese
Kalashnikovs.

The very first semiautomatic-only Kalashnikov to reach these
shores was the Valmet Valtion Metallitehtaat (or State Metal
Works) M62/S, imported from Finland by Interarms in

““—Alexandria, Va. Based upon the third model AK-47, the M62/S

was a decided marketing failure in the United States. Although
internally a Kalashnikov in every detail, except for its selector
lever, magazine and mill-finished, forged receiver, externally it
bears little resemblance to the Kalashnikov stereotype.

Its odd, but effective, three-pronged flash hider is pinned to the
barrel and carries an integral bayonet lug that accepts only the
indigenous Finnish knife/bayonet with its green leather, Lapp-
style sheath. The gas tube is unprotected; there is a black plastic
bottom handguard only.

Kokalis favors the AK-47/S Legend Series, imported
in the 1980s by Keng’s Firearms Specialties. Barrels
were selected for uniformity and accuracy potential.

is the buttstock, which consists of plastic-coated
steel tubing with a sheet-metal buttplate.

M62/S rear sights are mounted at the rear of the sheet-metal
receiver cover. They are adjustable for elevation zero only and
can be set in 100-meter increments from 100 to 600 meters with
a 150-meter battle-sight position. As the receiver cover is of
somewhat thicker gauge than that found on most Kalashnikovs,
the rear sight rests securely and in this location provides a longer
sight radius.

Enclosed within a protective hood, the round post front sight
can be adjusted for windage zero more easily than on other
Kalashnikovs, by merely turning opposing screws on the sight
base. It came with a single-dot, flip-up luminous night sight on
the front sight’s housing. These night sights have by now lost all
of their luminosity.

By the mid-1970s, Finland introduced an AKM-type rifle with
a pinned and riveted sheet-metal receiver. Designated the M62-
76, it was also imported in semiauto-only form as the M-76.
Early specimens were identical in appearance to the M62/S
except for the receiver, a more appealing pistol grip and the tubu-
lar buttstock, which was now hinged and folded to the left. It did-
n’t help. )

This well-made ugly duckling just didn’t look like a
Kalashnikov. Eventually a wooden-stock version was introduced,
and the forearm was redesigned to include a heat shield over the
gas tube. In this configuration, the M-76 was imported by Valmet
Sporting Arms Division in Elmsford, N.Y.

If you want the version used by the Finnish army, it will have
to be the M62/S as imported by Interarms. Since few were sold,
the M62/S or the AKM-type with folding tubular buttstock will
now bring approximately $3,400 (this and all subsequent prices
cited are for specimens in new condition) on the rare occasions

The first semiauto Kalashnikov to reach these shores
was the Valmet M62/S, imported by Interarms. The M62/S
was a decided marketing failure in this country.

The three-pronged flash hider is pinnetj to the barrel and
carries an integral bayonet lug for the Finnish knife/bay-
onet with its green leather, Lapp-style sheath.

they are encountered for sale. Wooden stocked M-76 rifles are
worth approximately $2,500 to $2,600.

In contrast, the next semiautomatic-only Kalashnikov import-
ed to the United States was, in almost every regard, an exact
duplicate of the Russian AKM. During the 1950s, the Soviet
Union, as part of its military aid program, established the pro-
duction of Soviet-pattern small arms in the Arab Republic of
Egypt.

AKM rifles were manufactured at “Factory 54, the Maadi
Company for Engineering Industries in Cairo. Key Egyptian per-
sonnel were trained in the Soviet Union, and the plant was super-
vised by Russians prior to their abrupt expulsion from Egypt at
the hands of Anwar Sadat in 1972.

AK-47. Nothing
else like it was ever imported and today they are worth
$1,650 (fixed stock) to $2,100 (down-folder) each.

The AK-47/S Legend Series is a i
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Designated as the “ARM” (Automatic Rifle Misr), a semiau-
tomatic-only version of the Egyptian AKM was introduced to the
American public in 1982 by the U.S. division of Steyr-Daimler-
Puch in Steyr, Austria. For all intents and purposes this is as
close as most of us will ever come to a Russian AKM.

The laminated wood handguards and buttstock are correct in
every detail. The lower handguard has the proper hand swells,
and the buttstock has been reinforced with steel pins in all the
right places. All the wood furniture was imported from Finland
but finished in Egypt. The plastic pistol grip was injection-mold-
ed to the correct Soviet configuration.

The metal components are exactly those of the Russian AKM.
Small recesses on each side of the receiver, directly over the
magazine-well, serve as magazine guides and instantly distin-
guish this as an AKM. The four gas escape holes found on each
side of the AK-47’s gas cylinder have been omitted, and there are
two gas relief holes on each side of the gas block where it mates
with the gas tube. The bayonet lug is directly under the gas block.

Top: pre-ban Yugosl jaut ti ly AKM-type rifles were
imported by American Arms, Inc. and Mitchell Arms, Inc. and
were equi ts (without the gr de-l hing sights and gas

cut-off) of the wooden-stocked M70B1 and folding-stock
M70AB2. Bottom: Currently Century Arms is marketing a folding
stock Yugosiav AKM with the g de 1 hii
cut-off, but with a U.S.-made r i of

and gas
wall thick

Rear sights are graduated to 1000 meters (with a 300-meter
battle-sight setting marked “P”) instead of the AK-47’ 800-
meter maximum. An AKM muzzle brake was installed. The
sheet-metal receiver cover has transverse ribs and a rolled edge
over the ejection port. Chambers and bores are hard-chromed.
All of the exterior metal surfaces have been finished with a
baked-on black enamel over phosphate. Only the green web sling
was of Egyptian design.

No doubt about it, except for the selective-fire option and
markings on the receiver, this is a Soviet AKM. Yet no more than
a few thousand were brought in before importation ceased. In
1986 about two-dozen semiautomatic-only Egyptian ARMs with
a side-folding buttstock, similar in appearance to that of the East
German MPiKMS-72, entered the United States via a small
importer. Today Steyr/Maadi ARM rifles are worth about $1,600.
The folding stock variant is worth considerably more, and when
one can be located it will fetch as much as $2,500.

Why did the Steyr/Maadi ARM fail? There were two principal
reasons. First, at the time it was being imported a supply of rea-
sonably-priced ammunition was not available. Berdan-primed,
noncorrosive, Finnish Lapua 7.62x39mm ammunition (usually
headstamped “VPT” with two digits indicating the year of pro-
duction) cost 45-55¢ per round. Norma’s Boxer-primed ammo in
this caliber was selling for 85¢ per round. Yugoslav ammunition
was just starting to trickle into this country. Americans don’t buy
firearms unless they can afford to shoot them.

Cont. to page 24

The muzzle device on this Romanian AK74 was perma-
nently spot-welded in place to pass muster under the 1994
“assault weapon” ban that ended after 10 years in 2004.













